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Carnival Parade

Leaves Belfast City Hall, 12noon

A host of free, family 
friendly entertainment

Concert  Custom House Square, 1pm-3pm

Tuesday 17 March

Belfast St Patrick’s  
Day celebrations
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The day’s celebrations will start with a spectacular 
high energy carnival parade created by BEAT Carnival. 
Eye-catching floats, carnival artists and musicians will 
be performing alongside St Patrick, giant snakes, Pipe 
Bands, dancers and much more on a colourful journey 
through the city, as people of all ages visit from far and 
wide to celebrate St Patrick in Belfast. The carnival 
leaves from Belfast City Hall at 12noon and will wind its 
way along Chichester Street and Victoria Street before 
finishing at Custom House Square.

Come and celebrate St Patrick with a superb 
free concert at Custom House Square.
Free admission on a first come first served 
basis. Gates open 12 noon.

Simon Webbe 
Simon Webbe is best 
known as a member 
of the band Blue and 
his work as a highly 
successful solo artist. 
Simon co-wrote many 
of Blue’s hit singles 
enabling them to sell 
over 13 million records 
worldwide, earning 
two Brit awards and 
collaborating with stars including Elton John 
and Stevie Wonder. Simon’s solo album sales 
topped one million and he’s already had five UK 
Top 40 singles. 

Most recently Simon has shared his natural skill 
as a dancer on BBC1’s Strictly Come Dancing, 
and on the Strictly Live tour. He’s also appeared 
with his Blue band mates on the hilarious ITV2 
show ‘Blue Go Mad in Ibiza’ and is currently 
preparing for another tour with Blue promoting 
their latest album ‘Colours’.

HomeTown 
HomeTown were 
formed in 2013 
when over 1,000 
enthusiastic singers 
auditioned to be part 

music manager 
Louis Walsh’s new 
band. Following 
weeks of 
auditions, the cast 
of thousands was 
whittled down to just six. 

The all Irish line-up is 17 year old Josh Grey 
from Blessington, Co. Wicklow; 20 year old 
Dean Gibbons from Tallaght, Dublin; 17 year 
old Brendan Murray from Tuam, Co. Galway; 
19 year old Cian Morrin from Castlebar, 
Co. Mayo; 20 year old Dayl Cronin from 

Clonmel, Co. Tipperary and 20 year old Ryan 
McLoughlin from Newbridge, Co. Kildare.

Since 2013, HomeTown have been busy 
recording in Ireland, Sweden and the UK. 
“Where I Belong”, was the first chart topping 
single from their upcoming RCA Records 
debut album, due for release later this year. 
Their music is instantly upbeat and melodic, 
with sing-along choruses and flawless 
harmonies.

Carnival  
parade
Departs from  
Belfast City Hall 12 noon,  
finishing at Custom House Square

Concert
1pm - 3pm, Custom House Square

BEAT
CARNIVAL
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Innova 
Innova Irish Dance 
Company, recent 
live semi finalists on 
Britain’s Got Talent 
put a fresh spin 
on Irish dancing 
and bring it into the 21st 
Century. Expect ‘tradition with a twist’ as Innova 
inject modern moves and music to create 
something unique and exciting. It’s new, it’s 
fresh, it’s thrilling. It’s Irish dance but not as you 
may know it! 

Other acts 
Beyond the Pale is a cross community group 
of folk and traditional musicians whose motto 
is “Diverse traditions, one music”.  The band’s 
performances include the use of lambeg and 
bodhrán drums, highland and uilleann pipes, 
fiddles, flutes, guitars and Irish harps. And Sollus 
Highland dancers, currently Ulster and European 
choreography champions,  are set to bring an 
energetic display of traditional Highland dancing 
to the stage.

Gaeltacht and Cathedral Quarters  
10-17 March

As part of Belfast’s St Patrick’s celebrations, 
Féile an Earraigh, Féile an Phobail’s colourful 
Spring festival will take place from 10 until 17 
March in the Gaeltacht Quarter and Writers’ 
Square in the heart of Cathedral Quarter. There’ll 
be music, talks, tours, walks and family fun for 
all and three headlining nights of music, in the 
specially erected Big Top marquee at Writers’ 
Square. 

The Festival marquee in Writers’ Square will be 
open from 12noon on St Patrick’s Day for a host 
of family fun including music, facepainting and 
family games.

 

Saffyre 
Saffyre is a family 
trio of singer-
songwriters from 
Co. Down. Singing 
together since 
childhood, Shauneen, Maria and Emma 
have grown up immersed in a large musical 
family circle. Singing contemporary country to 
mainstream, Saffyre have impressed audiences 
all over with their beautiful melodies and Irish 
charm. They’ve had their debut EP produced 
in Nashville by Aaron Chmeilewski and are 
currently promoting their follow on EP, due for 
release this March.

Citybeat 
Your hosts for 
the afternoon’s 
celebrations are 
Citybeat Breakfast 
presenters Stephen 
Clements and Sara Neill.

Our standard terms and conditions of entry will apply. Please note no alcohol is sold or 
permitted on site and all children under 16 years must be accompanied by an adult.

For more information please contact Visit Belfast Welcome Centre on 028 9024 6609  
or go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/stpatricks 

James  
Huish  
and band
Supported by  
Gareth Brooks  
tribute act,  
Gary McEvoy

Sunday 15 March,  
8pm, Writers’ Square 

James Huish and his fabulous 9 piece band 
aren't just magical interpreters of Michael 
Bublé's amazing back catalogue, they also 
bring a swing to classic standards from the 
likes of Frank Sinatra. Part Harry Connick 
jnr, Frank Sinatra and Michael Bublé, James 
Huish on stage is 100 per cent class. Songs 
for swinging lovers everywhere!
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The Pogoes Supported by Breag 
Monday 16 March, 8pm, Writers’ Square 

Local events

St George’s Market The SPAR Craic 10k
Tuesday 17 March, 9am,  
Belfast City Hall 

Féile is delighted to announce its headlining entertainment for the Féile an Earraigh celebrations. 
The Pogoes aren’t just one of the greatest Pogues tribute acts around, they’re one of the 
best Irish tribute acts full stop! Join us at Writers’ Square for a rip roaring evening of singing 
in the aisles as the Féile marquee rocks to the sounds of some of the best tunes from Shane 
McGowan and the boys. 

Tickets for all evening events: £10  Available from the Visit Belfast Welcome Centre, Donegall 
Square North or book online at www.ticketmaster.ie 

Belfast city centre is open for business on Tuesday 17 March from 9am – 6pm.  
Visit Castle Court, Victoria Square and city centre retailers for a top class shopping experience. 

Visit St George’s Market 
over the St Patrick’s 
weekend on 13, 14 and 
15 March during normal 
market trading times – 
admission is free! The 
market will be bathed 
in green all weekend 
to mark the world-
renowned celebrations. 
There’ll also be live 
traditional music, Irish 
stew, Irish dancers and a selection of traders 
will be selling bunches of shamrock.

We’re delighted to be 
working once again with 
the Sober Saint Patrick’s 
Day organisation this year. 
Their great work highlights 
a fantastic way for Belfast’s 
citizens and visitors to 

celebrate St Patrick responsibly. We wish Sober 
Saint Patrick’s Day every success for their events 
in New York and across the globe!  
www.soberstpatricksday.org 

The ‘SPAR Craic 10k’ will see 
hundreds of runners take to the 
streets of Belfast’s city centre 
on the morning of March 17 
in what has been described as Belfast’s first 
urban 10k. Leaving from City Hall at 9am, 
the race will link west and east Belfast as 
the route passes through the Gaeltacht and 
Cathedral Quarters before finishing at the 
Titanic Slipways. Organisers of the cross 
community event are encouraging as many 
families as possible to take part, and begin 
their St Patrick’s Day celebrations in a fun, 
healthy way, before joining the celebrations in 
the city centre afterwards. And remember, if 
you’re not running, you can always go along 
and offer a little support from the sidelines!

Registration is now open at  
www.aisling-events.com and  
www.athleticsni.org
Early bird entry fee £15 (increases to £25 after 
2 March). The first 1,000 registered entrants will 
receive an O’Neills goodie bag with a free SPAR 
Craic 10k t-shirt and all finishers will receive a 
medal. £1 from each entry will go directly to the 
NI Hospice.

Many more acts to be announced!  
Go to www.feilebelfast.com or call 028 9031 3440 for more information. 

For details on local projects funded by our St Patrick’s Day Small Grants Scheme  
please contact the Good Relations Unit on 028 9027 0663  
or email: goodrelations@belfastcity.gov.uk 

Visit www.belfastcity.gov.uk/markets 
for further details and opening hours.
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